
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 
Upcoming Events:  
* October 16th – Patriot Week  
* Friday, Sept. 20th – PTO Meeting @ 9:00 am, “Red, White and Blue Day” and the Hornung Color Run! 
* Tuesday, September 24th – Detroit Red Wings Fundraiser Assembly @ 2:15 
* Friday, September 27th – Picture Day 
 
Motivation…This topic can be essential when trying to have your child complete schoolwork. Let’s face 
it, some children love to finish tasks and they get satisfaction (intrinsic) from their accomplishments, 
while others need more praise or positive reinforcement to achieve their goals. Either way, I believe 
everyone needs a little inspiration once in a while. We should try to stay away from material objects for 
rewards (extrinsic) as much as possible. Even though ice cream does work wonders..haha! This type of 
motivation does have its place. For instance, a high interest book for your child instills something 
positive and educational. We would love for our children just do positive things out of the goodness of 
their heart…that’s the best! Praising and complimenting is also an excellent motivator.  

 
Please read the following article related to this subject.  
 
“Choose your words carefully if you want to motivate your child” 
 
Sometimes the words you choose can send a message to your child that’s quite different from the one 
that you intended. For instance, suppose your child is doing a chore around your house. It’s taking much 
longer than it would take you. Finally you say, “Here, let me do that”. You may think that you just simply 
finished a task for your child. But what was communicated might have been internalized as they don’t 
have the ability to complete the task. 

 
Sometimes the words parents say to motivate their children actually turn out to have the opposite 
effect. Here are some things you might say to your child that will motivate them to keep trying, or to do 
their best. 

 
When you say: 
“Why don’t you give this a try?” Your child will think they have the ability to do it on their own. 
 
“What would happen if you added more water?” Your child will believe that they are problem solvers. 

But if you say, “That’s too dry”. Your child will think that they’re not doing it right. 
 
"I never thought of trying it that way”. Your child will feel that they made a good decision. However, just 

changing the words and saying, “I don’t do it that way”. The meaning your child will internalize is 
that they are doing it wrong. 
 

Use this approach when your child is doing schoolwork. If they are stuck on a tough math problem, ask, 
“Have you ever solved a problem like this before?” Keep focusing on the things your child can do. The 
more you encourage your child, the more likely they are to stay motivated. 
 
Source: Lynn Lott and Riki Intner, “Chores Without Wars”, www.randomhouse.com/index.pperl 
 
Please click on the link for The Stinging News  https://www.smore.com/8asxz  
 
Sincerely, Jack Yates 
Hornung Elementary Principal 
yatesj@brightonk12.com 
8102994451 
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